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• PAST

– Leadership West: 2005 & 2008 - Members
– 2009: Board Members 

• PROPOSED
– 2010 – Members & Board Members

• PURPOSE
– Value
– Issues
– Priorities





‘Inland port’ a vision for jobs, growth in Arizona

• MAG Executive Director Dennis Smith said, “What 
do we do to shift to a more diversified economy?”

• MAG says there is a demand for Arizona’s inland 
port because the Los Angeles ports need to triple in 
size to handle projected cargo volumes for China.







‘Inland port’ a vision for jobs, growth in Arizona
• Today, nearly two-thirds of all the freight on Arizona’s roads and 
rails passes through the state rather than being loaded or unloaded 
here. One third of the entire nation’s goods come across the state.

• For the new transportation hub to be more than a spot to pass 
through, the inland port must give shippers a reason to unload 
freight in the Valley. Once off the freight cars, goods from elsewhere 
turn into jobs and economic activity here. 

• That could mean plants where goods are assembled from 
prefabricated components, warehouses where shipments are 
repackaged to get to other markets more efficiently and maybe new 
manufacturing opportunities.

= FTZ !







WESTMARC TRANSPORTATION 
COMMITTEE

TRANSPORTATION INITIATIVE: WESTMARC will actively promote the timely development of a 
strong valley-wide transportation system that moves people efficiently and effectively throughout 
the valley, supports the smart growth of the West Valley, and makes a positive contribution to the 
quality of life for West Valley residents and businesses.

ACTIVITIES IN 2009 THAT SUPPORT THE INITIATIVE:
• WESTMARC will participate in the implementation of the TIME initiative after its approval in the General Election by advocating for 

prioritization of key West Valley projects at the State, Regional and Local levels.  WESTMARC shall maintain involvement with all of the 
organizations involved in the decision making process and assist in coordinating a unified West Valley response to key priorities.

• WESTMARC will support and encourage the further development of Public-Private Partnerships (P3’s) to provide alternative funding 
sources for regional transportation improvements.  This may include encouraging legislation that allows for the creation of regional, county 
or local Community Facilities Districts or other quasi-governmental agencies with authority to issue bonds and facilitate transportation 
improvements.

• WESTMARC will research and advocate for additional alternative transportation funding sources such as Federal funds, state grants, 
private funding, user fees or any other opportunities to supplement current funding sources.  This could also include the coordination and 
support for interest acceleration IGA’s between West Valley cities in order to accelerate specific critical projects under current Prop 400 
formulas.

• WESTMARC will review the opportunity to change state statutes that requires State Legislature approval of countywide transportation 
initiatives for Maricopa County.  This will be accomplished by researching current statutes and their history, generating consensus within 
WESTMARC membership for any proposed changes if indicated, and advocating for statute changes at the legislative level.

• WESTMARC will continue to support the Statewide Transportation Framework Study process as well as other analyses such as the MAG 
Regional Transportation Plan, the ADOT Statewide Transportation Investment Strategy, and the CANAMEX corridor to provide the strong 
planning basis for the allocation of future funding sources.  

• WESTMARC shall continue to advocate for the protection of HURF and insist that funding be allocated only for transportation purposes 
and not distributed to other uses within the State budget.



WESTMARC HEALTHCARE 
COMMITTEE

HEALTHCARE INITIATIVE: WESTMARC promotes policies that ensure a healthy environment for 
West Valley residents and the availability of high-quality, accessible healthcare facilities.

ACTIVITIES THAT SUPPORT THE INITIATIVE: 
• WESTMARC supports the construction and expansion of an adequate number of hospitals, clinics and medical facilities in appropriate 

locations to meet the healthcare needs of an increasing West Valley population. 

• WESTMARC will examine ways to align with Valley hospitals, healthcare providers, and educational institutions to raise awareness of the 
employment/practice opportunities in healthcare in the West Valley and encourage hospitals to develop residency programs. 
WESTMARC will encourage more people in the community to work in hospitals and other healthcare settings. 

• WESTMARC will promote enhanced health of West Valley residents through social services and mental/behavioral health services. 

• WESTMARC will promote improved healthcare through information and activities that support nutrition, physical activity, preventative 
care, healthy lifestyle choices, mental/behavioral health and character development. 

• WESTMARC will support the development of healthcare programs and services that are aligned with Biotech research, encourage 
research and business development activities in the West Valley by organizations such as TGEN, the Sun Health Research Institute and   
Midwestern University, and promote public education about the Biotech revolution. 

• WESTMARC will promote/support international efforts related to recruitment and training of scientific and healthcare talent to the West 
Valley. 

• WESTMARC will support organizations developing a responsible Valley-wide central command process for regional preparedness that 
allows the various emergency constituents to communicate and respond accordingly in the event of a CBRNE (chemical, biological, 
radiological, nuclear, explosive) threat or disaster. 
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